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During the latter part of 2007, with funding from the
IEEE Robotics and Automation Society’s ‘‘New Initia-
tives’’ program, we developed RoboticsCourseWare.org,

an open repository for robotics pedagogical materials. We cre-
ated this site primarily for providing a resource to faculty to
facilitate the creation of new robotics courses and the improve-
ment of existing ones. The repository is a free and open educa-
tional resource for faculty, students, and hobbyists throughout
the world. By providing easy access to teaching materials, we
hope to facilitate the introduction of robotics courses every-
where from large institutions with established robotics pro-
grams to small colleges, ultimately transforming robotics into a
core component of computer science and engineering aca-
demic programs.

We developed the repository based on feedback from
participants at the Robotics Education Workshop at the 2005
Robotics: Science and Systems Conference. More than 30
robotics faculty members from a wide range of institutions
and backgrounds met for a day of presentations and discus-
sions focusing on the key issues of integrating robotics in an
undergraduate curriculum. A key outcome of the meeting
was the general agreement as to the need for an open reposi-
tory of robotics course materials to enable, support, and coor-
dinate the teaching of robotics across universities. More on
the outcome of this workshop can be found in the March
2006 ‘‘Education’’ column of IEEE Robotics and Automation
Magazine.

Structure and Contents
RoboticsCourseWare.org is similar to MIT’s OpenCourseWare
(OCW) initiative, which has since expanded to more than 100
institutions worldwide (http:/

to assist each other with questions concerning the posted
course materials.

Contributions
We are actively seeking high-quality course materials for post-
ing on the site. Currently, we are limiting the scope of potential
contributions to university-level courses created by established
robotics researchers. Final published materials must conform to
the terms of an open-access license such as that described
earlier. Interested parties should contact one of the authors of
this article or send e-mail to submissions@roboticscoursware.org.
The editors will collaborate with potential contributors to
ensure that the published materials meet appropriate accessibil-
ity and quality standards, such as the removal of copyrighted
material.Digital Object Identifier 10.1109/MRA.2008.921536
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